
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5544 May 22, 2007 
the community. They lost everything, 
but yet, as community leaders, they 
were there. 

My friend, Dennis McKinney, the 
Democrat leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Kansas, an-
nounced on Sunday, a week ago, ‘‘I 
have already hired the contractor to 
rebuild the house on the same founda-
tion where I lived before the tornado, 
because leaders have to be leaders.’’ 
Again, we see the determination of peo-
ple. 

What I answered to the national 
media who asked me if they think 
Greensburg will be rebuilt, I don’t 
know a lot of people in other commu-
nities, but I know the people of Greens-
burg, Kansas. In Kansas and in Greens-
burg, Kansas, we all have a place we 
love. It’s called ‘‘home.’’ 

There is a great attraction to make 
certain that we do everything in this 
Congress, that the Federal Government 
responds appropriately to help the 
folks of Greensburg. I can tell you that 
the love of home is sufficient, that the 
people of Greensburg, Kansas, are re-
building today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Again, I want to thank Mr. MORAN 
for his statements. There was one 
scene that I am sure most Americans 
saw on TV. Right after the storm and 
the tornado, and people were looking 
through their belongings, there was 
one lady who said, ‘‘You know, if I 
could just find my wedding ring, if I 
could just find my wedding ring.’’ 

Her house was totally demolished. 
Apparently she had said that early in 
the day. Then later in the day, they 
showed her again, saying, ‘‘You won’t 
believe this. I found my wedding ring.’’ 

For some reason, that was a very 
telling statement on her part, because 
what she was basically saying is that 
while the buildings may fall, while so 
much may seem so dim, the fact is that 
I still have family. I want that wedding 
ring, that band, that symbol of unity, 
that symbol of togetherness, that sym-
bol of generations yet unborn, and 
those who have come before me; that’s 
what I am looking for. 

Just as she found her wedding ring, I 
know the citizens of Greensburg will 
make it. Just as Mr. MORAN said, they 
will rebuild. 

Then there was another scene, just 
yesterday on the news, where the com-
mentators were talking about how a 
bank or two had kind of a temporary 
building, and other buildings were 
slowly coming up just to keep things 
rolling and doing business. Then to 
hear about the graduation of 25 stu-
dents and 1,800 guests appearing, I 
think that sends a very powerful mes-
sage to our Nation, and such a powerful 
message to so many people. 

Throughout life, we all fall down, but 
the question is whether we will get up. 
I think that as people watch the citi-
zens of Greensburg, they realize that 

there will always, in the words of Mar-
tin Luther King, be interruptions in 
our lives. The question is whether we 
will continue our lives after the inter-
ruptions. 

On behalf of all of our Members, and 
I know there will be a unanimous vote 
from all of our Members, we want to 
say to the citizens of Greensburg that 
we stand with you, that our prayers are 
with you, and just know that as we re-
mind you, God holds you in the palm of 
His hand. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. I thank the 
gentleman from Maryland. He has 
touched me by his personal interest, 
not only in this resolution, but in his 
awareness and concern for the people of 
Greensburg, Kansas. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, it’s good to 
see in this House of Representatives 
where people from across the country 
recognize the value of working to-
gether to see that good happens. 

I also wish to express my apprecia-
tion to all the volunteers from across 
the country. Sunday, the two Sundays 
since the tornado, collection plates 
have been passed in our churches, the 
prayers have been said. The Red Cross 
has arrived, the Salvation Army is 
there, the National Guard, our soldiers 
away from home, again, helping in 
time of need. Our law enforcement offi-
cers from across the State and FEMA 
have performed admirably in this very 
difficult circumstance. 

I am pleased by the spirit exhibited 
today by the gentleman from Maryland 
and look forward to that spirit con-
tinuing as we work to rebuild Greens-
burg and all of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

As I close, Mr. Speaker, I hope that 
many people from Greensburg observe 
this small session that we are going 
through right now. I hope that they 
know that we are with them. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 400, 
which expresses the sympathy of the House 
of Representatives to the citizens of Greens-
burg, KS, over the devastating tornado of May 
4, 2007. 

Just over 2 weeks ago, a devastating week-
end of storms left at least 9 people dead and 
much of the farm town of Greensburg, KS, de-
stroyed. Mile-wide tornadoes with winds of up 
to 205 miles per hour were recorded, leveling 
the town and destroying much of the equip-
ment used by first-responders, including city 
and county trucks. By the time the winds fi-
nally settled, approximately 95 percent had 
been destroyed, displacing over 1,500 resi-
dents from their homes. 

The tragedy of this storm was compounded 
by the lack of available responders and equip-
ment. Governor Kathleen Sebelius has la-
mented the deployment of much needed 
troops and resources to Iraq, stating ‘‘When 
the troops get deployed, the equipment goes 
with them. So here in Kansas about 50 per-
cent of our trucks are gone. We need trucks. 

We are missing Humvees, we’re missing all 
kinds of equipment that could help us respond 
in this kind of emergency.’’ 

This storm illustrated precisely how rescue 
and recovery efforts here at home are being 
severely hampered by our ongoing involve-
ment in Iraq. National Guard representatives 
have echoed this statement, with MG. Tod 
Bunting of the Kansas National Guard noting 
that first-responders lacked resources even 
before the war, which has subsequently ‘‘fur-
ther depleted us.’’ 

Despite these shortages, Guard troops are 
to be commended for their efforts at providing 
much needed security and supplies. 

Here in Congress, as hurricane season rap-
idly approaches, we are actively examining 
our Nation’s response to natural disasters. 
Two years ago we learned, from Hurricane 
Katrina, the extent to which we were unpre-
pared for, and unable to adequately respond 
to, a disaster of this magnitude. 

I urge this Congress to continue to pursue 
this important issue; the tornadoes in Kansas 
serve to remind us all that nature’s furies are 
varied and unpredictable. 

Mr. Speaker, Greensburg, KS, remains in 
shambles. Homes are demolished, livelihoods 
lost, lives interrupted. I would like to join my 
colleague, Mr. MORAN of Kansas, the sponsor 
of this bill, in expressing my deep personal 
sympathy to the victims of this natural dis-
aster. Similarly, I would like to express my 
strong support for this resolution, and I would 
urge my colleagues to do likewise. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
CUMMINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 400. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
UNITED STATES MERCHANT MA-
RINE VETERANS 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 413) recognizing the 
service of United States Merchant Ma-
rine Veterans. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Whereas the United States Merchant Ma-
rine served as the Nation’s first Navy and 
helped George Washington’s Continental 
Army defeat the British Navy; 

Whereas since 1775, United States Mer-
chant Mariners have served valiantly in 
times of peace and in every war; 

Whereas after the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, 29 United States Merchant 
Marine Academy cadets operated a fleet of 
boats in New York Harbor, transporting fire-
fighters and other emergency equipment 
workers, medical supplies, and food; 

Whereas today, more than 8,000 Merchant 
Mariners serve in the Military Sealift Com-
mand, most of them working in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation En-
during Freedom; 
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Whereas the United States Merchant Ma-

rine Academy is the only one of the five 
service academies that sends its cadets into 
war, and 142 undergraduates of the Academy 
were lost during World War II; 

Whereas during World War II, Merchant 
Mariners served honorably in combat but 
were denied veterans benefits and recogni-
tion at the end of the war despite sustaining 
the highest rate of casualties of any of the 
armed services; 

Whereas more than 95 percent of the Allied 
Forces and materiel that was transported 
during World War II was transported by Mer-
chant Marine ships; 

Whereas the Merchant Mariners of World 
War II were denied the unprecedented bene-
fits of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944 (known as the ‘‘GI Bill of 1944’’); 

Whereas the story of the United States 
Merchant Mariners of World War II is one of 
patriotism, of youthful exuberance, of dedi-
cation to duty, of bravery in the midst of 
battle, and of a Nation that forgot these he-
roes after the end of the war for more than 
40 years until 1988, when they were given vet-
eran status; 

Whereas by that time, over 125,000 of those 
Merchant Mariners had died and many had 
lost out on opportunities and benefits they 
greatly deserved; and 

Whereas, on National Maritime Day, Con-
gress recognizes the tremendous sacrifices 
and contributions of the Merchant Marine 
and its veterans and the entire maritime in-
dustry to the Nation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That on National Maritime Day, 
the House of Representatives recognizes the 
heroic and invaluable sacrifices that the 
United States Merchant Marine veterans 
have made to help ensure our Nation’s pros-
perity and safety. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) and the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on H. 
Res. 413. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, as the chairman of the 

Subcommittee on Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation, I am hon-
ored to take this opportunity afforded 
by National Maritime Day to pay trib-
ute to our Nation’s merchant mariners 
and to the entire maritime industry. 

I also honor the tireless work of the 
men and women of the United States 
Coast Guard, who ensure the safety and 
security of our Nation’s ports, who pro-
tect our economic interests in the mar-
itime environment around the world 
and who, every year, save the lives of 
thousands of mariners in distress. 

In 1933, the United States first hon-
ored our merchant mariners through 
the designation of May 22 as National 
Maritime Day. Seventy-four years 
later, we again pause to honor the serv-
ice and sacrifices of our merchant 

mariners by considering H. Res. 413, of-
fered by my distinguished colleague, 
Congressman BOB FILNER, the chair-
man of the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

H. Res. 413 pays special tribute to the 
estimated 250,000 Americans who 
served in the War Shipping Adminis-
tration, moving 95 percent of the goods 
and materiel used by the allies used 
during World War II. 

The Congressional Research Service 
report said more than 50 percent of 
those who served in the Merchant Ma-
rine in World War II were under the age 
of 25, and some 20,000 of these men were 
killed or wounded in the war, yielding 
among the Merchant Marine the high-
est casualty rate of any service, ac-
cording to the U.S. Maritime Service 
Veterans. 

Despite their gallant service, World 
War II-era U.S. merchant mariners 
have still not received many of the 
benefits given to those who served in 
the other U.S. military forces engaged 
in World War II. U.S. merchant mari-
ners have still never been made eligible 
for the GI Bill or for the housing, edu-
cational or unemployment benefits 
that the bill provided for other U.S. 
veterans. 

Not until 1988 were World War II-era 
merchant mariners made eligible for 
services from the Veterans Administra-
tion. Not until 1998 were they made eli-
gible for burial and cemetery benefits. 
While these are important benefits 
long overdue to World War II-era mer-
chant mariners, many of these mari-
ners were no longer with us when these 
benefits were extended. Even fewer of 
the World War II-era mariners are with 
us today. For many, therefore, any 
benefits granted now come too late. 

Further, even for those who are still 
with us, it is too late to give them the 
opportunities that they might have 
had, had they been eligible for the ben-
efits of the GI Bill at the conclusion of 
their service. 

I urge my colleagues to take this op-
portunity to honor all of those who 
served in our Nation’s Merchant Ma-
rine during World War II, and I hope 
that the experience of these mariners 
will be a lesson to ensure that we 
never, never again deny any veteran 
who has served the United States any 
of the benefits he or she has earned. 

As I close, I also honor the vital role 
that our merchant mariners continue 
to play in responding to our Nation’s 
emergencies. Most recently, the U.S. 
merchant mariners help evacuate an 
estimated 160,000 people from Manhat-
tan on September 11, 2001, and provided 
aid and emergency assistance along the 
gulf coast to the victims of Hurricane 
Katrina and Hurricane Rita. 

Merchant mariners also continue to 
provide the sealift capacity that keeps 
our Armed Forces equipped to fight the 
global war on terrorism. More than 
8,000 merchant mariners serve in the 
Military Sealift Command, and the 
Seafarers International Union has 
written that civilian crews and mili-

tary support ships have moved some 79 
million square feet of cargo to United 
States troops in Iraq and throughout 
the world since 9/11. Without these 
highly trained men and women, we will 
likely be unable to equip our Armed 
Forces with the supplies they need to 
defend our Nation. 

I honor all of the members, past and 
present, of the United States Merchant 
Marine. I urge the passage of H.R. 413 
and again commend my colleague, Con-
gressman FILNER, for his tireless ef-
forts on behalf of our World War II-era 
merchant mariners. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I join my colleague from Maryland in 
honoring the men and women who 
served in the United States Merchant 
Marine, and H. Res. 413 does just that. 
It recognizes the important role the 
Merchant Marine plays in ensuring our 
national security and strengthening 
our national economy. 

The 465 U.S.-flag oceangoing com-
mercial vessels and the approximately 
69,000 men and women that comprise 
the U.S. Merchant Marine provide crit-
ical services to the United States, the 
transportation of maritime commerce 
to and from U.S. ports and their sup-
port for our armed services in times of 
national emergency. 

It’s appropriate that we do this 
today. This is National Maritime Day, 
which was designated by Congress to 
pay tribute to the merchant mariners, 
both current and past, and recognize 
their faithful service to the United 
States of America. Since 1933, the Na-
tion has celebrated and commemorated 
the service of the merchant mariners 
on May 22 each year. 

I, too, commend the resolution spon-
sored by my friend and colleague from 
California (Mr. FILNER) for introducing 
this legislation. I join him in urging all 
Members to support this bill and the 
United States Merchant Marine. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the very distinguished 
gentleman from California (Mr. FIL-
NER). He is the author of this resolu-
tion, and, without a doubt, in this Con-
gress, be it on whatever side, either 
side of the aisle, he has distinguished 
himself as being a fierce fighter for the 
rights and benefits of our veterans. 

b 1115 
Mr. FILNER. I thank the chairman 

not only for his kind words, but for 
bringing this resolution to us on Na-
tional Maritime Day, and for his mak-
ing the connection between what we 
are doing today and the historical 
record that we as a Nation, I think, 
have to recognize and correct. 

This resolution, H. Res. 413, does rec-
ognize the heroic and brave service of 
the Merchant Marine veterans who 
have gone unheralded by this country 
for far too long. Of course, this is the 
best time to do this, on National Mari-
time Day, which was first celebrated in 
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1933. It is intended to recognize the in-
valuable role that the maritime indus-
try in general and the Merchant Ma-
rine in particular served to our Na-
tion’s economy and to our security. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, the 
Merchant Marine has played a crucial 
part in ensuring our freedom and secu-
rity during war and in transporting our 
commerce during peace. 

This day was conceptualized by 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, a former 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, who 
firmly believed, as we continue to, that 
the Nation needed a strong Merchant 
Marine to serve as an auxiliary to our 
naval and other military forces during 
war. In fact, the Merchant Marine has 
participated in every war since serving 
as the Nation’s first Navy, helping 
George Washington’s Continental 
Army defeat the British. 

After the terrorist attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, 29 Merchant Marine 
Academy cadets operated a fleet of 
boats in New York Harbor, trans-
porting the firefighters and other 
emergency equipment workers and 
medical supplies. 

It is interesting to note that the 
United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy is the only one of our five military 
academies that will send its cadets into 
war; and, in fact, we have lost 142 of 
those cadets since World War II. 

Today, more than 8,000 merchant 
mariners serve in the Military Sealift 
Command, most working in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

I thank my colleague for bringing up 
the situation of our World War II vet-
erans. As he said, it is too late to give 
them education benefits. But I have a 
bill, H.R. 23, that says we want to give 
you a belated thank you with a pay-
ment for the last years of their life, 
most of whom are over 80 right now. 

During World War II, these merchant 
mariners traversed the dangerous U- 
boat-laden waters of the Atlantic and 
the Pacific, faced down fierce air at-
tacks from kamikaze planes, and were 
instrumental in every theater of war 
by carrying 95 percent of all tank sup-
plies and troops during the Great War. 
As a result, they suffered, as was point-
ed out, the highest casualty rate of any 
of the military branches. 

It is indisputable that the allied 
forces would not have been able to 
begin, sustain, or finish World War II 
without their valiant and selfless serv-
ice. 

When I first heard of the plight of the 
merchant mariners of World War II, I 
could not believe the treatment that 
they have received. They did not re-
ceive any recognition as veterans that 
they deserved, or the benefits of the GI 
bill which they had earned. And their 
fight for equality continued for over 40 
years, when they finally attained vet-
eran status after a lengthy court bat-
tle. By then, over 125,000 of them had 
died. 

I actually had the privilege of receiv-
ing the heart-wrenching testimony 

during a hearing before the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee from one of the 
named parties in that suit, in the 1980s, 
a merchant mariner named Stanley 
Willner. He was captured, interned, 
beaten, starved, and tortured as a POW 
for 3 years. He actually was one of the 
unfortunate group of Allied Forces who 
was forced to build the infamous bridge 
on the River Kwai. 

Upon release, he weighed a mere 74 
pounds. When he returned home, even 
his wife couldn’t recognize him. Well, 
neither did his country. The brave mer-
chant mariner received just 2 weeks of 
medical care and little else for his in-
credible service and sacrifice. What a 
travesty of justice. 

Mr. Speaker, there are many more 
stories like this that tell about the 
merchant mariners of World War II, of 
opportunities lost and dreams fore-
closed. It is long overdue that we treat 
these veterans the same as we try to do 
with all other veterans: Do our best to 
make them whole again. 

As such, in recognition of the 74th 
anniversary of National Maritime Day, 
I invite all of the country and my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the 
brave men and women of the sea who, 
like the Merchant Marine veterans of 
World War II, serve selflessly to ensure 
our Nation’s continued safety and pros-
perity by voting in favor of this resolu-
tion, and then taking action, hopefully 
in a few weeks, where we give a belated 
‘‘thank you’’ to the merchant mariners 
of World War II and pass H.R. 23. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the distinguished lady from New 
Hampshire (Ms. SHEA-PORTER) 4 min-
utes. 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. I thank the gen-
tleman for bringing this to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of 
recognizing what our maritime men did 
for us during World War II. The danger 
that they lived through, the sinking of 
their ships, the efforts to protect our 
other soldiers and bring supplies to 
them was nothing short of heroic. 

When I spoke to some of these brave 
men, I talked about how my father had 
joined the Navy, and one of the reasons 
he liked to say was because he always 
was fed, and he always had ice cream. 
I never really thought about where all 
that came from. 

And then I met a constituent of mine 
in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, who 
wrote a letter to me speaking about his 
father who was a merchant marine and 
what he had been deprived of after 
World War II. And here is what Larry 
Warren had to say. 

‘‘I am writing on behalf of all World 
War II Merchant Marine veterans, but 
one in particular, my father Fred War-
ren of Wolfeboro. They need help. 

‘‘My father served with the Merchant 
Marines during World War II. His hear-
ing is damaged from working in the en-
gine rooms, and his lungs are damaged 
from the asbestos used in the construc-
tion of the merchant ships. He survived 
typhoons in the Pacific, German U- 
boats in the Atlantic, and Axis torpedo 

bombers in the Mediterranean. I don’t 
know all the harrowing experiences. He 
doesn’t talk about it. 

‘‘He was lucky to have made it home. 
Many didn’t. The casualty rate for 
World War II merchant marines was 
one in 26, higher than any branch of 
the armed services. Merchant Marines 
fought and died with members of our 
Armed Forces; some were captured and 
held POWs. Merchant ships and the 
crews on them were considered expend-
able by the Allied leaders. Freedom is 
not free, and the merchant marines of 
World War II paid dearly. 

‘‘My father has never received help in 
any form from our government because 
merchant mariners were denied bene-
fits under the GI bill; no low-interest 
loans, no unemployment pay, no free 
college training, no health or prescrip-
tion drugs, nothing. World War II mer-
chant mariners were not even consid-
ered veterans until an act of Congress 
in 1988. 

‘‘I respect all of our veterans and 
consider them heroes, but I am espe-
cially proud of my father. In my eyes, 
he is a hero, too. It is time to make 
amends.’’ 

It is time to make amends. It is time 
to reward these men and their widows 
for what they have gone through. And 
we thank them; and there is no better 
way to thank them first by recognizing 
through this resolution, and then by 
recognizing them with the next bill 
that hopefully will pass through Con-
gress that will provide some financial 
support and say to them, as we have 
tried to say to all veterans, ‘‘Thank 
you very much for saving our coun-
try.’’ 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the brave men and women 
who have served this country, in peace and in 
war, as Merchant Mariners. The United States 
Merchant Mariners have supported and served 
alongside our Armed Forces in every major 
seafaring conflict since the birth of this Nation. 

In times of peace, Mariners make the seas 
their home, transporting American goods all 
over the world and bolstering our national 
economy. In times of war, from the Revolu-
tionary War to the conflicts today in the Middle 
East, Merchant Mariners have served as a 
lifeline to our international military operations, 
transporting troops, equipment, and needed 
supplies to theaters of operation. 

The dedication and sacrifice of our Mer-
chant Mariners is unassailable. Despite higher 
casualty rates than any branch of regular mili-
tary service in World War II, Merchant Mari-
ners have continued to answer the call to war 
with unflinching patriotism and valor. 

Today, National Maritime Day, we should 
take time to reflect on the devotion of all our 
Merchant Mariners and the deep and lasting 
debt owed them by a grateful Nation. 

Therefore, it is with great pride that I honor 
the service and sacrifice that the brave men 
and women of the United States Merchant 
Marine exemplify, on this, the 75th celebration 
of National Maritime Day. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, 189 years 
ago, on May 22, 1819, the steamship Savan-
nah departed Savannah, Georgia, on the first 
transatlantic voyage by a steamship. This voy-
age demonstrated the commercial viability of 
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steamships and meant that commercial ship-
ping was no longer totally dependent upon the 
wind. 

The U.S.-flag merchant marine has contin-
ued to promote international transportation 
and global trade. U.S.-flag shipping companies 
lead the way in the invention and development 
of containerized shipping and the double- 
stacked train system. If it were not for vision-
aries such as Malcolm McLean, cargo would 
still be transported in small boxes and loaded 
on a ship like you see in old movies. Today’s 
modern containership can carry over 12,000 
20-foot containers, equivalent to 6,000 semi- 
trailer trucks on our highways. 

The merchant marine has also made signifi-
cant contributions to the freedom and liberty 
that we enjoy in the United States. Civilian 
mariners served gallantly during World War II 
transporting arms and supplies in support of 
our military forces. More than 700 cargo ships 
and 6,000 mariners died in that war. U.S. 
mariners have continued to service during the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, 
and now in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt first called on Americans to commemo-
rate National Maritime Day in 1933. Today, it 
is fitting that the House of Representatives 
recognize National Maritime Day to honor the 
men and women that have served our Nation 
in the U.S. merchant marine. They have trans-
formed our Nation from an island nation into 
the hub of the world’s commerce. They have 
shown how U.S. technology can revolutionize 
the world. 

Yet to many Americans, maritime transpor-
tation is the invisible component of our global 
transportation system. People have no idea 
how goods manufactured in China suddenly 
appear on store shelves in their neighborhood. 
This global logistics system is now vital to the 
U.S. economy. U.S. manufacturers no longer 
have large warehouses stocked full of spare 
parts for their factories. They are dependent 
on a ‘‘just in time’’ delivery system that will 
supply them with the components they need 
within days or hours of their being assembled. 
If this global trade were to be shut down for 
a few days, store shelves would begin to be-
come empty and factory production lines 
would be shut down. 

I hope that in the coming year we can help 
Americans understand the important contribu-
tions that the U.S. merchant marine makes to 
all of our lives and that we develop legislation 
to help increase the size of the U.S.-flag fleet 
competing in the world trade. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting House Resolution 
413, recognizing the service of U.S. Merchant 
Marine veterans today on National Maritime 
Day. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, before 
yielding back, I just want to associate 
myself with the words of Ms. SHEA- 
PORTER and Mr. FILNER, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
CUMMINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 413. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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AUTHORIZING THE PRINTING OF A 
COMMEMORATIVE DOCUMENT IN 
MEMORY OF THE LATE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
GERALD RUDOLPH FORD 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 128) authorizing the print-
ing of a commemorative document in 
memory of the late President of the 
United States, Gerald Rudolph Ford. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 128 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. COMMEMORATIVE DOCUMENT AU-

THORIZED. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—A commemorative docu-

ment in memory of the late President of the 
United States, Gerald Rudolph Ford, shall be 
printed as a House document, with illustra-
tions and suitable binding, under the direc-
tion of the Joint Committee on Printing. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The document shall consist 
of the eulogies and encomiums for Gerald 
Rudolph Ford, as expressed in the Senate 
and the House of Representatives, together 
with the texts of each of the following: 

(1) The funeral ceremony at Palm Desert, 
California. 

(2) The state funeral ceremony at the ro-
tunda of the United States Capitol. 

(3) The national funeral service held at the 
Washington National Cathedral in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

(4) The interment ceremony at the Gerald 
Ford Presidential Museum, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 
SEC. 2. PRINTING OF DOCUMENT. 

In addition to the usual number of copies 
printed of the commemorative document 
under section 1, there shall be printed the 
lesser of— 

(1) 32,500 copies, of which 22,150 copies shall 
be for the use of the House of Representa-
tives and 10,350 copies shall be for the use of 
the Senate; or 

(2) such number of copies that does not ex-
ceed a production and printing cost of 
$600,000, with distribution of the copies to be 
allocated in the same proportion as de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on this concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution provides 
for the printing of a memorial tribute 
to honor our late 38th President, Ger-
ald R. Ford. A former minority leader 
of this House, President Ford died on 
December 26, 2006, at the age of 93. Our 
distinguished colleague from Michigan 
(Mr. EHLERS), who now represents Ger-
ald Ford’s former district, introduced 
this resolution. The measure takes the 
same form as that passed after Presi-
dent Reagan’s death in 2004. I support 
the gentleman’s resolution, and I 
thank him for sponsoring it. 

Mr. Speaker, since President Ford’s 
death, Americans have expressed their 
respect and gratitude for his remark-
able career that took him into the 
Navy during World War II, to this 
House, to the Vice Presidency, and 
then to the White House. In the after-
math of the ordeal of Watergate, many 
consider President Ford, then and now, 
as the right man at the right time. It 
is fitting that Congress provide for this 
customary tribute, and I urge the 
House to adopt the concurrent resolu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 128, authorizing the printing of a 
commemorative document in memory 
of the late President of the United 
States, Gerald R. Ford. 

It was an honor for me to serve as a 
scientific adviser to Congressman Ford 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s, and I 
then came to know President Ford in 
many capacities throughout the years. 
I now have the privilege of serving the 
people of Grand Rapids and western 
Michigan in the exact seat he held 
from 1949 until 1973, and I am now most 
pleased to recognize one of the great 
sons of the State of Michigan. 

Although President Ford’s life ambi-
tion was to become Speaker of this es-
teemed body, fate and the Lord had 
other plans for Jerry Ford. While he 
was not a man who sought the Presi-
dency, Ford was a tireless public serv-
ant who did not shrink from duty when 
his country needed him most. He bore 
the mantle that had been thrust upon 
him with great humility, never forget-
ting the solid Michigan values that 
were his compass in the most trying of 
times. 

When he ascended to the Presidency 
upon President Nixon’s resignation in 
1974, Ford served with honor and dig-
nity, telling us that ‘‘our long national 
nightmare is over.’’ He was rec-
ommended and approved for his posi-
tion by people in Congress who knew 
him very well. In fact, I believe he is 
the only President of the past one and 
a half centuries who served as the 
choice of the Members of Congress. 
Their trust in him aided him in gov-
erning and leading our Nation out of 
that nightmare. In pardoning President 
Nixon, he essentially gave up any 
chance he had of a second term as 
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